Lesson 6: Learning To Love Like God Loves!

Jonah 4:1-2 “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry. And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, O Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil.”

Intro: 
· In our modern day vernacular Jonah is basically saying “See God, I knew you would spare Nineveh! That’s why I ran away. I did not want you to!” 
· Can you imagine leading someone to the Lord and then saying “God, I really did not want to tell them that because I knew you would save them!”?
· What a heartless thing to say! That’s exactly what Jonah was: heartless. Oh, he was happy to be a prophet no doubt. He was glad to preach when he got the glory. He was glad to be a part of the youth group, just so long as he got to play games. When it came time to soul win, he was not very excited about that! 
· FRIEND, the same God who graciously sent His son Jesus to die on a cross for you also sent Him to die for your worst enemy! The boundaries of the love of God transcended Black and White!
· God’s Love doesn’t care if the person is a Democrat or a Republican, He loves them both! He doesn’t care if you are rich, poor, tall, short, funny, grumpy, loveable, or despicable. 
· Isaiah 53:6 says “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
· I like how one preacher put it: “If you fit in with the first ALL, then you fit in with the last ALL!” 
· We need to learn to love like Jesus Loves us! 

Who Did Jesus Love In the Bible (In no particular order of importance):
1. Jesus loved the Fishermen (Matthew 4:18-21)
2. Jesus loved the sick (Matthew 4:23-25)
3. Jesus loved the leper (Matthew 8:1-4)
4. Jesus loved the centurion (Matthew 8:5-10) – This one is interesting because the Roman was not a Jew. He was not Jesus’ People, but Jesus loved him anyhow!
5. Jesus loved the Tax-collector (Matthew 9:9). Yes even those who work in the IRS!
6. Jesus loved the demon possessed (Matthew 12:22)
7. Jesus loved the little children (Matthew 18:1-3)
8. Jesus loved a homeless maniac (Mark 5:1-20)
9. Jesus loved the preacher (Luke 7:24-29) – John the Baptist was doubting Jesus. Instead of condemning him, Jesus praises John. That’s love friend!
10. Jesus loved the dishonest rich man (Luke 19:10) – Zacchaeus was no doubt a wealthy crook. Jesus did not love him for his money, but for his soul. May we keep our priorities in check to befriend wealthy people to reach them rather than to get from them.
11. Jesus loved the Pharisee Nicodemus (John 3:16) – Jesus was often hard on the Pharisees, but He wanted them to be saved!
12. Jesus loved the ruined woman.  (John 4:6-13) – He was honest with her. He did not advocate her sin, but He did give her hope! May we not be so quick to condemn someone that we are unwilling to give them the solution that will help them out of their situation: JESUS CHRIST!

I left off many, many stories. I think you get the point! We must learn to love like Jesus loves! How?

I. By Falling In Love with Jesus! 
a. We have to keep falling in Love with Christ. If we truly love Him, then we will have an easier time loving others! 
b. Romans 13:8-14. If we put on the Lord Jesus, then we will be able to fulfill what He wants us to do!
c. Jesus actually tells His disciples in Matthew 25:40 “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
d. WOW!
e. To Love Jesus is to love the people that Jesus loves!
II. By Not Being a Jerk 
a. Proverbs 10:12 “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.”
b. Matthew 5:5 “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”
c. You could teach a whole series on this point. Look, the verses here are not saying you have to be some timid, wimpy, pushover. They are not saying you have to be some soft, loveable person. Meekness is not weakness, it is strength under control!
i. There is a time to kill Goliath, but there is also a time to play the harp!
ii. There is a time to cast out the moneychangers, but there is also a time to care for a little child. 
*Extra Note: The real man is not the one who is the strongest, but rather the one that can best control the strength he has! 
d. The Bible wants us to stand for truth. To Be Bold about who you are. But Ephesians 4:15 reminds us that we are to speak the truth in love!
Illustration: Mr. “I’m A Good” Christian – He believes the Bible. He is saved. He goes to church, but he just cannot understand people of the world. Oh sure he is a sinner, but in his mind he is not as bad as “them”. Do you know how many people he has personally won to Christ? In his 25 years of being in church he has only led a couple family members and friends to the Lord, and those were only the ones that he liked! He can’t stand the bus ministry, after all, some of the people who come on that dirty his facilities.
	When he sees someone with marks of the world, he calls them a freak after they walk by. He has no problem confronting someone and telling them all of the things that they are doing wrong! Do you know who wants the “Christianity” inside of him? ABSOLUTELY NO ONE! 
Ms. “Come See A Man” – She just got saved. She has had several husbands and is currently living with a man that is not her husband. She meets a Man who forever changes her heart and mind. She is given living water. She has to go tell others! Other get Saved because she is more concerned about bringing them to Jesus than about who she is or where she came from! You can read her story in John 4.
· Do you see the difference? Both are saved, but both are not effective for Christ! By the way, I do not care if you were saved from a church pew or a prison cell, God wants you to love Him by loving others!
III. By Putting On the Mind of Christ!
a. Phil 2:5 
b. Hebrew 12:2
IV. By Praying for People! 
a. James 5:16 
b. It is hard to hate someone you are fervently praying for!


Conclusion:
	I am not at all advocating living a sinful life. Jesus did not either! He was honest with the Samaritan woman and told her what she did. That did not invalidate His love though! People do not need us to tell them the things that they should fix. Let God, God’s Word, and God’s Man do that after they get saved! 
· We Must Fall in Love With Him!
· We Must Put on His Mind!
· We Must Not Be A Jerk!
· We Must Pray for Others!

Let us not be like Jonah and be disgusted at others, but rather let us work to win them! 
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