Lesson 1: From This Moment On!
Jonah 1:1 “Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.”
Intro:
· We see here a direct revelation by GOD to Jonah. 
· God gives him a specific command. 
· Jonah has a choice to make: Am I going to obey what I know God says to do, or am I going to DIRECTLY sin against God by disobeying HIS WORD?
· Now we know what Jonah did, HE SINNED against God. WILLINGLY. He CHOSE to grieve Almighty God! 
· Jonah couldn’t claim ignorance to the command. He couldn’t claim that he did not understand it. He couldn’t claim that it disagreed with the Bible. He couldn’t tell God that he understood the original Greek and Hebrew to mean something different than what the Bible says in English. He couldn’t argue that the command was unimportant.
· NO! NO! NO! 
· What JONAH did next was a SIN against ALMIGHTY GOD because he did not obey what the WORD OF THE LORD SAID TO DO!
· The Word of God does not come to us through direct revelation today. 
· The Word of God comes to us through the Bible.
· There are several ways to get the Word of God. You can READ it. You can HEAR it read out loud. You can HEAR it preached.
NOW THAT WE HAVE THE WORD OF GOD FOR OURSELVES, WE ARE DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR OBEDIENCE AND DISOBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD!
WE CANNOT, I REPEAT, CANNOT CLAIM IGNORANCE OF THE WORD OF GOD BY NOT READING IT. BECAUSE WE HAVE ACCESS TO THE WORD OF GOD! 
Let’s turn to I Corinthians 2:1-16
· This is not a chapter for the world. The world does not understand the Bible. To them it is a very boring book. To them it means nothing, but to we who are bought by the precious blood of Christ this Book should mean everything! 
The truth is Jonah ran from God because he did not want to do what God Asked!

We look at Jonah and scold him, but aren’t we guilty of the same thing?
“I just do not understand the Bible”
· No, what we mean is that we do not want to understand the Bible. 
· Look, IGNORANCE of the WORD of God is not bliss! 
· There are twelve references in the Old Testament for how the children of Israel should handle sins done in ignorance. GOD did not invalidate them because they were done in ignorance! 
· TURN to Acts 3:11-19
· Peter says “I realize you crucified Christ in your ignorance, but REPENT!”
· He also says in 1 Peter 1:14-15 that we are not to fashion “yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.” 
“I just do not feel led to…”
· The Way of Faith is a way of leading. God leads you through trials and storms. God leads us to His Will. 
· GOD HAS ALREADY LED EVERY CHRISTIAN TO BE OBEDIENT TO HIS WORD! 
· I’ll go soulwinning when God leads me… He already has!
· I’ll go to church when God leads me… He already has!
· I’ll tithe when God leads me… He already has!
· I’ll give up this sin when God leads me… He already has!
“I Just Do Not Feel Convicted About It”
· We have probably all been guilty of using this statement.
· This is a heart problem. It does not make what you are doing right, but it does mean that you cannot get victory over it until you get convicted about it!
Conclusion:
· I realize Jonah got another chance, but how much better could it have been?
· James 4:17 reminds us that “To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
· Do we care that our sin grieves God?
· Do we care so little about what God thinks that we continue in sin?
· Do we have such a low regard for Almighty God that we willingly sin despite the fact that we have the precious Word of God in our hands?
*My Story
- The problem was not just that I was sinning, the real problem was that I did not really care! 
- The real problem was that I did not have a healthy fear of sin! 
- I grieved the Holy One of Israel who died on a rugged cross for my sin and I did it so much that it did not bother me! 
- God had to get a hold of my heart! 
- Is money so important that we will do whatever it takes to get it regardless of whether we are being obedient to the Word of God or not?
- Is Rock, Country, Pop, Rap, Hip-Hop, or R&B music so important to us that we would rather listen to it than be right with God?
- Are our friends and family that do not live right so important to us that we would rather try to please them instead of God?
- Are souls so unimportant to us that we would let them slip off into Hell while we waste our time entertaining ourselves with the world’s pleasures?
- Is clothing so important to us that we are more concerned with what is comfortable or fashionable rather than modesty or being the men and women that God intended for us to be! 
- Are things so important that we would rob God of our tithes and offerings?
- Are we too consumed with vengeance or bitterness that we won’t forgive those who have wronged us? 
- Are we too full of pride that we think we are too good to love someone that God loves!
FROM THIS MOMENT FORWARD…
WE HAVE THE WORD OF GOD…
OUR OBEDIENCE IS UP TO US!
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