Lesson 2: Before You Go…
Text: Jonah 1:3 “But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa; and He FOUND a ship going to Tarshish: so HE PAID the fare thereof, and went down into it, TO GO with them unto Tarshish FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD.”

Review: 
· Last week we talked about the Word of the Lord Coming to Jonah.
· We realized that what he did with the Word of the Lord was his choice. 
· It is also our choice whether we are OBEDIENT or Disobedient to God’s Word! 
· We addressed three excuses we make for not following God’s Word:
· I just don’t understand the Bible (Ignorance)
· I just don’t feel led to follow… (Reluctance)
· I am just not convicted about that yet! (Rebellion)
· Last Week’s Challenge: We have the Word of God. What we do with it is our choice! 
This week I want to give you a warning from the life of Jonah about what happens when you go the opposite of what God wants! 

1. Jonah Had To Find His Own Way!
a. I Corinthians 10:13 says “but God who is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
b. Hebrews 13:5 says “for he (God) hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”
c. Deuteronomy 2:7 “For the Lord thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thine hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the Lord thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing.”
d. John 10:4 “And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.”
e. Young person, if God wants you to do something then He will equip you to do it! 
f. He will be there with you each step of the way! 
g. God would have taken care of Jonah and given him the strength to go to Nineveh! God would have protected him! And by the way, even when Jonah RAN from God, God knew exactly where he was at! 
h. God even prepared a fish for him so that he would not drown in the ocean! (Jonah 1:17) 
i. When you go astray, you will have to find your own way! 
j. How much simpler would it be to follow the plan that God has for your life than try to figure everything out on your own!
2. Jonah Had To Pay His Own Way!
a. “And He Paid the Fare Thereof”
b. Mark it down: Going against God will ALWAYS cost you something!
c. Samson lost his life because he went against God’s Will. (Judges 16)
d. David lost a child when after he sinned with Bathsheba. (II Samuel 12)
e. Peter lost his testimony and joy when he cursed the Lord. (Matthew 26)
f. The Prodigal Son lost everything and was starving before he came to himself. (Luke 15)
g. Still to this day many Christians leave what God wants them to do and they are paying for it out of their own pockets! Sometimes you have to pay more than money for God to get your attention!
h. The good news is that you can come back to God! All of the people mentioned above (except Samson) were forgiven by God and restored!
i. Even Samson was shown God’s favor one last time. 
j. WHY NOT JUST BE OBEDIENT THE FIRST TIME AND SPARE YOURSELF THE HEARTACHE! 
3. Jonah’s Disobedience Took Him From The Presence of The Lord!
a. Your reasoning for disobeying God might be good in your mind. 
b. Maybe God is calling you to work in full-time ministry and you do not want to. It doesn’t mean that you want to quit church and go out into sin. 
c. Maybe God is speaking to you to do more for Him, but you are satisfied with how much you are serving already. 
d. Maybe God is speaking to you about giving more, but you are content just to tithe. 
e. DISOBEDIENCE IS ANYTHING THAT GOES AGAINST THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOUR LIFE. 
f. You can be faithful to church, to read your Bible, to go soulwinning, to pray, and to give AND STILL BE DISOBEDIENT TO GOD! 
g. You say “Well I am not a bad person. Everything that I do is okay, and I love God.” 
*KEY STATEMENT: Living in “Gross Sin” is not the only form of disobedience. Adam and Eve’s only sin was not obeying what God had told them! If you are living contrary to what God has called you to do, then it is disobedience!
Conclusion: 
GOD DOES NOT MAKE YOU OBEY. HE WANTS YOU TO FULFILL HIS WILL BECAUSE YOU LOVE HIM. 
HE GIVES YOU A CHOICE!
HE GIVES MANY PROMISES IN THE BIBLE THAT HE WILL LEAD US IF WE ARE WILLING TO FOLLOW!
Remember if you choose to disobey God:
1. You will have to find your own way!
2. You will have to pay your own way!
3. You will have to go from the Lord’s presence!
4. The Will of God is not just a person, place, or position. It is being obedient to His Word and His leading!
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